has already appeared, only six years after the first. The main changes in the new edition are soft (or softer) covers, expansion of the first three general chapters to five and extension of the chapter on tobacco and alcohol to cover the evidence about smoking and cancer. Minor revision throughout brings the information up to date and makes this edition twenty-five per cent larger than its predecessor and correspondingly more useful. It is a most valuable book within the limits imposed by the title. But it is not a first textbook, and its excellence should not delude students (or their teachers) into thinking that it is a sufficient source of information for anyone with no grounding in the basic aspects of the subject.
M WEATHERALL

Obstetrics by Ten Teachers edited by Stanley G Clayton, Donald Fraser and T L T Lewis 11th ed pp viii+744 illustrated 65s
London: Edward Arnold 1966 The title of this eleventh edition has been changed from 'Midwifery' to 'Obstetrics'. Six of the 'Ten Teachers' are new contributors.
It is an excellent and up-to-date account of London teaching hospital practice. There are particularly good discussions of such topical matters as the effects of drugs on the foetus, mental illness and childbirth, and therapeutic termination of pregnancy.
The chapter on antepartum hemorrhage could leave a student still confused. The majority of cases he sees in the antenatal ward are as yet undiagnosed and there are only two sentences about their conservative management. The illustrations are good but one wonders why Crede's expression of the placenta, the Friedman inhaler, and the Drew-Smythe catheter are still depicted, although criticized in the text.
If a textbook is to encourage its readers to think, it should indicate the areas where new knowledge is needed; though obstetrics abounds in such areas, one has to wait until the excellent chapter on statistics to have them emphasized.
The short section on postnatal examinations includes comments on cytology and family planning but is still somewhat mechanical in its emphasis: in my opinion the main value of the postnatal visit is to discuss with the patient any complications she may have encountered and her hopes and fears for future pregnancies; this discussion is of course particularly necessary for a patient who has lost her baby.
Minor criticisms notwithstanding, this book gives an excellent grounding. It will serve a student well in his examinations and future practice. This volume contains an edited transcript of the proceedings of a symposium held on May 1, 1964 under the auspices of the Blair-Bell Research Society and held at the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, London. The Blair-Bell Research Society was founded in 1962 with the intention of organizing, in an informal way, the research workers of the multiple disciplines interested in the study of the problems associated with the process of reproduction. Oxytocin was chosen as the subject of the Society's first symposium, partly because of the recent advances in its physiology and pharmacology and partly because a new method of administration had recently become available for the induction of labour; in choosing this subject the Society assured this symposium's success, for not only was the meeting well attended but also most of the papers were interesting and stimulating.
The first part dealt with physiology and pharmacology, being concerned particularly with observations on the circulatory effects of oxytocin with special reference to the milking stimulus and physiological changes in labour. An interesting paper on the release of oxytocin in labour discussed the high activity during the second stage of labour as -compared with a much lower activity during the first stage and a rapid withdrawal after delivery; this was surprising in view of the clinical difficulty in differentiating between the behaviour of spontaneous labour and that induced by oxytocin.
The second part of the meeting was concerned with the oxytocin sensitivity test and some aspects of the endocrine control of labour. The recently advocated route of administration by transbuccal absorption provoked considerable interest and proved to be a controversial topic: it is noted that there were two cases of uterine rupture in a series of one thousand; some contributors were concerned as to the safety of this method of administration whereas others considered that, in the two cases of uterine rupture at least, any form of oxytocin was contraindicated.
This was an interesting symposium and Professor Pinkerton is to be congratulated upon his presentation of the proceedings. It is hoped
